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that the deities were devils, the priests were wizards,
and their prayers were talks with the devil. There
is a more authentic account of the customs con-
nected with interments, for Andagoya was present
at the ceremonies on the occasion of the death of
the chief of Pocorosa.

The body was wrapped in the richest cloths
adorned with gold. The relations then suspended
it from the roof with cords, and lighted charcoal
fires under it. The body melted with the heat,
and when it was quite dried, it was suspended in
the new chief's palace. During this process the
mourners sat round the body, in black mantles,
day and night, no one else entering. They had
a drum giving out a deep sound, and they struck
blows on it from time to time as a sign of mourning.
On the anniversary festival the body was burnt
to ashes.

Vasco Nunez obtained much information from
the chiefs Comogue and Careta. He heard that
most of the gold came from the south, found
either in the mountains or by washing the river-
sand ; and that there was a great chief in those
parts, named Davaive or Dobaybe, who bartered
for the gold with the tribes that collected it, and
had great store, with appliances for smelting.